
STUDIO NOTAN ADVANCED - LEVEL 3
Assignment: Chromatic Notan & Arthur Wesley Dow’s 3-Value Studies

Name: _______________________________

Date: _____________   Period: ________

COLOR THEORY RULES FOR NOTAN:

- TRADITIONAL MONOCHROME IS GROUNDED IN VALUE: Pure black & white isolates structural form.

- THE SQUINT TEST: Colors with equal luminance (e.g. Middle Green on Middle Red) FAIL as Notan.

- CALIBRATE LUMINANCE FIRST: Choose complementary colors with >= 60% value spread (e.g. Navy & Peach).

- DOW’S 3-VALUE HIERARCHY: 50% Mid-Tone Gray Paper Base + Light Paper Cuts (In) + Dark Cuts (Out).

STUDY A: 3-VALUE TONAL SCALE

50% MID-TONE GRAY BASE

White cuts in / Black cuts out

STUDY B: CHROMATIC VALUE PAIR

DEEP NAVY / WARM APRICOT

High-contrast complementary hue study

COLOR VALUE CALIBRATION MATRIX

Color Component Selected Hue / Paper Luminance % Squint Test Status

Mounting Ground: _______________________ ____ % [ ] Pass   [ ] Fail

Base Paper (Positive): _______________________ ____ % [ ] Pass   [ ] Fail

Mirrored Flips (Negative): _______________________ ____ % [ ] Pass   [ ] Fail

Josef Albers Interaction Note: Observe how the mirrored cutout changes optical temperature

when transferred across the perimeter into the opposing background color.

Teacher Verification: _____________________________________   Date: _____________
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